PROGRESS   OR  RETROGRESSION?
insistence of the Iraqi ministers that the original proposals
be altered. In addition, in the practical application of the
powers so assured him, it seems clear that the responsible
British officials in 'Iraq, in their privileged position as guardians
of the Constitution not only acquiesced in but also encouraged
the King to exercise his personal influence and prerogative
beyond a strict interpretation of the Constitution in order that
their own control might be made more complete. No clearer
example of such action exists than the resignation of Najl
Pasha as-Suwaidi in March, 1930., at the instigation of the
Residency, due to the fact that his policy aimed at achieving
'complete independence' before 1932.
On the other hand, King Faisal himself, under the sustained
stimulus of his own desire and that of the Nationalists for
complete independence, made every effort to concentrate as
much personal power as possible in his own hands. It need not
be imputed that he sought power for its own sake. He desired it
both because it would enable him to meet the responsibilities
and obligations thrust upon him by the Treaties and also
because it would place him in a stronger position to win con-
cessions from Great Britain, thus bringing 'Iraq nearer to the
goal of independence.   By the concentration of power in his
own hands he believed that he could command the support of
the various sections and groups in 'Iraq which, by their quarrels
and animosities, would otherwise mar 'Iraq's prospects for
national development and ultimate independence.   He was
only too well aware of the slight foundation of public support
on which his early authority had rested. It seems to have been
his plan to identify himself with the nation's needs as far as
his British Advisers would permit;  to be sovereign in fact as
well as in name; and to lead the country to prosperity and to
independent Statehood.   In the fulfilment of these objectives
there can be no doubt that King Faisal made many mistakes,
particularly in placing his confidence in Nationalist groups
whose ambitions for 'Iraq were possibly less impersonal than
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